Building Economically Vibrant Communities

Situation: Among economic development professionals, government officials and business leaders, consensus is growing that spurring local economic
development requires a multifaceted strategy, not one-dimensional industrial recruitment. This strategy includes promoting economic growth
through the development of a local system of support to building capacities of aspiring entrepreneurs and existing small businesses while
increasing the quality of life for Southerners in the communities where they live and work.
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Fostering Civic Engagement

Situation: Many Southerners express a feeling of disconnect from what takes place in their communities. Family and work demands, distressing
community problems, feelings of apathy or alienation, entrenched leaders that oppose change - all are factors that hinder civic involvement
within a community. Yet, reviving the civic investment of local people, institutions and organizations is a critical prerequisite for gaining
traction to address the tough challenges facing rural communities.
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Enhancing Opportunities in Distressed and Low-Wealth Communities

Situation — Poverty Reduction: The challenges of poverty are interdisciplinary and require collaborative community responses, investments in human
capital, communication infrastructure, access and mobility that directly impact the financial capacity of rural and urban communities and their residents.

Situation — Disaster Response: Responding to natural disasters such as hurricanes and tornadoes is a part of life in the South. A recent analysis of FEMA
data that paired the number of presidential disaster declarations with the variety of disasters experienced at the county level showed that over half (57%)
of the counties that surfaced as most "at risk" for disaster were in the Southern region.
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