Suggested “Hot Topics” for New SRDC Policy Fact Sheets from 2007 PLN Meeting

Fostering Civic-Minded Communities

· E-Government/explaining local government; decision-making to residents, new residents and new immigrants (Gae Broadwater)


· Developing an informed public (Noland Williams)


· “Basics of Good Government” and synergizing teams (James Barnes)


· Local government issues don’t carry from state to state, so could focus on points of interaction (Hank Cothran)


· Local government (1) meta document and (2) state specific (Michael Wilcox)


· Community governmental dependence (Ruth Lebron)


· Fundamentals/universal items (David Hughes)


· Civic participation in public policy issues, specifically environmental issues (Ruth Lebron)


· Leadership development; maintaining leaders; small business and women-owned (Ruth Lebron)


· Community leadership development (Louis Whitesides)


· Rural philanthropy; civic-minded and low-wealth (Michael Wilcox)


· Migration/Immigration (Michael Wilcox)


· Enhancing community capacity – developing funding partners/collaborations for re-development issues (Jenny Fertig)

Building Economically Vibrant Communities

· Economics 101: Understanding Your Community’s Economy; Basic/Non-basic business – multipliers (George Smith)


· Bio-energy – types of alternative fuels and prospects (Joe Sumners)


· Biofuels: (1) economics and (2) community impacts (Ed Jones)


· Biofuels: community impacts (Mike Woods)


· Corn to gasoline and how affects food prices and cost of living; food security (Hank Cothran)


· Biofuels: (1) socioeconomic impacts on communities and (2) long term, what is most feasible (David Hughes)


· Community and the biofuels industry; unique contribution of community development to this issue  (Greg Taylor)


· Biofuel entrepreneurship (John McKissick)


· Biofuel community and economic impacts (John McKissick—and he volunteered to write with Flanders from UGA)


· What are the policy impacts of incentive programs for biofuels (John McKissick)


· Case study of biofuel plant/example of community economic development projects in bioenergy or other areas (John McKissick)


· Series of successful case studies across the South regarding biofuels (James Barnes)


· Current technologies in biofuels (James Barnes)


· Biofuels; Environmental justice -- location of bioplants (George Smith)


· Economic impacts of attraction strategies such as (1) retirees and (2) second home communities (George Smith)


· Gentrification; rural-urban interface (Michael Wilcox)


· Retiree recruitment: (1) economic impacts and (2) what do you need to recruit? and (3) social (Michael Wilcox)


· Tourism development and contacting businesses and communities; sustainable tourism development -- tying economic research (Jenny Fertig)


· Smart growth; 10 principles; community oriented (Michael Wilcox)


· Developing rural living clinics; “Green Acres”; new contacts with Extension (Steve Isaacs)


· Broadband access: how to get it, strategic planning for it, what can I do with it (George Smith)


· Entrepreneurship: (1) Starting eBusinesses, (2) Growth Strategies, (3) Grant opportunities (James Barnes)


· Social entrepreneurship in rural communities (Steve Isaacs)


· Entrepreneurial communities and implementation (Michael Wilcox)


· Community-supported entrepreneurship (Greg Taylor)


· Anti-smoke stack chasing/pro-small business (Michael Wilcox)


· Individual small business in the community, especially for women (Ruth Lebron)


· Small business financing (Michael Wilcox)


· Small business accessing international markets (Louis Whitesides)


· Make case for small business and economic impacts (Michael Wilcox)


· Needs assessment tools (Michael Wilcox)


· Navigating SBA, RD for financing (Michael Wilcox)


· Workforce development – connecting community education and business stakeholders (Joe Sumners)


· Workforce (1) education, (2) training system, (3) businesses; explaining WZBS (David Hughes)


· New workforce development from manufacturing to information and service communities (Louis Whitesides)


· Training system; how WIBs operate; new use of workforce data set – using in many ways such as disaster planning (David Hughes—and he volunteered to write the data set one)


· Value-added: (1) basics of local food supply chain and (2) competitiveness assessment (James Barnes)


· Value-added opportunities (Mike Woods)


· Impact of value-added facilities/kitchens (Ed Jones – could be written by Blake Brown, NCSU)


· Broadband needs and opportunities (Mike Woods – could be written by Brian Whitacre)


· Rural technology – expanding broadband access (Joe Sumners)

Enhancing Opportunities in Distressed and Low-Wealth Communities

· Understanding the impact of poverty in a community (Gae Broadwater)


· Myths about poverty and low stressed communities (Gae Broadwater)


· Identifying and recruiting volunteers in new immigrant communities [Oregon State Lation F.S. Version???] (Gae Broadwater)


· Addressing housing needs for low-income and Hispanic communities (Louis Whitesides)


· Developing self-contained resources in low-wealth communities (i.e, integrated communities); use concepts from wealth communities to show low-wealth; existing approaches; examples in D.C. and Harlem using private and public resources/case studies; state and local government and private enterprise; presentation format, case study (Sandra Thompson)


· Integration of new cultures into current communities; economic development of people 10-15 years down the road; where Hispanics are living (Lawrence Carter)


· Community impacts of economic impetus of demographic changes (Greg Taylor)


· Role of CES in disaster recovery (Deborah Tootle – willing to work on this)


· Disaster preparedness/recovery (Ed Jones – could be written by John Cooper, MSC)


· Disaster: entrepreneurship activities that were created (Greg Taylor)


· Disaster: rebuilding communities post disaster (Greg Taylor)


· Disaster response and rebuilding communities – social and economic (Jenny Fertig)


· Community prepardness – assessing security risk policy (John McKissick)


· Small business opportunities for low-wealth individuals (Jenny Fertig)


· Reaching distressed people and immigrant communities -- farmers’ markets, nutritious food, FCS resources (Steve Isaacs)


· Using arts to reach low-wealth and distressed communities (Steve Isaacs)


· Migration/Immigration of other communities besides Hispanics/refugee populations (Michael Wilcox)


· Addressing needs of new immigrants (Gae Broadwater)


· Rural philanthropy; civic-minded and low-wealth (Michael Wilcox) [duplicate]


· Community impact of CAFO (confined animal feeding operation) industry


· Community response to emerging demographic realities – leadership (Greg Taylor)


· Health services for the elderly (Ruth Lebron)

Other

· Ag security (George Smith)


· Ag security (Mike Woods)


· Ag security; define individual sectors of the food chain (John McKissick)


· MarketMaker program: how to use it (Steve Isaacs)


· Farm Bill 2007: (1) RD sect. And (2) other key parts (David Hughes)


· Farm Bill -- RD aspects: (1) info on USDA RD as a partner and (2) RD aspects (John McKissick) 


· Nonprofit operations and board training (Louis Whitesides)


· Nonprofits – development, needs, strategic planning, board functioning -- NLI (Steve Isaacs)


· How to become a 501-3c; deciding if you should become a 501-3c (Michael Wilcox)


· Basic board member tips; tips for board member recruitment (James Barnes)


· US Census LEDS Project: New workforce dataset, applications for Extension [a type of participatory geography] (David Hughes)


· Connected Communities (Deborah Tootle – willing to work on this)


· Sustainability issues (Deborah Tootle – willing to work on this)


· Community sustainability effort (Ruth Lebron)

