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Forest sustainability at risk in
the South?

Forest landowners today are caught in
the middle of a major debate. This de-
bate centers on the sustainability of our
forests and al the goods, services and
amenities they provide. Timber and
wood products, wildlife, recreation, wa-
tershed and water quality, endangered
plants and animals, aternative forest
products and aesthetics are but a few of
the resources we must work to protect
and conserve. Not only has the concept
of sustainability been extremely difficult
to define, but two fairly polarized per-
spectives have arisen leaving the land-
owner in the middle. Some argue that
the forests are not sustainable while oth-
ers are quite sure we have a more
healthy, diverse and sustainable forest
than we've ever had. Who to believe?
The debate may rage on for years but the
solution to better sustainable forest man-
agement lies in providing information

are exposed to introductory forestry
terms and concepts, wildlife and tim-
ber management, economics, taxes and
estate planning, timber marketing, har-
vesting and security, forestry services
available to landowner.

M or e efficiency through
regional programming

The Master Tree Farmer grograms suc-
cess lies in the fact that a regional team
of Extension foresters responded to a
need for more in-place landowner educa-
tion. Limited budgets and expertise
across the South were an added impetus.
These foresters were also responding to
an Extension administration and USDA
request for more multi-state and regional
programs that result in more efficient,
non-duplicative programs.

A regional steering committee was
formed and consisted of Extension and
key partners such as the USDA Forest

Association, the American Tree Farm
System, the Southern Group of State

Foresters and 1890's  Extension

representation.

Results of this program, now in its third
year, have been impressive; a second,
more advanced course is underway due
to the overwhelming demand from
participants to learn more. Tables 1 and
2 outline the results of the MTF pro-
grams to date. In total, 5,375 landown-
ers at 268 sites and in 14 states have
participated in the live program.
Countless others have viewed the
program either via videotape or live
streamed on the internet.

In 2001 and 2002, over 90% of the land-
owners who filled out evaluations felt
that they would implement a sustainable
forestry management practice. Close to
80% said their knowledge after the
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